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[iamho Pytikhan 

Protecting Goddess Taleju, the 
protector of Nepal, with the power 
of Bajrayana Buddhism 

The Kumho Pyakhan dance is a major 
part of Nepal's wonderful religious and 
cultural heritage. Kumho Pyakhan 
symbolises the protection of Nepal's 
protector Goddess Taleju with the power 
of Bajrayana Buddhism. The Tuladhars of 
Asan and the Kansakars of Janabaha 


perform this sacred dance with the main 
shows being held at Hanuman Dhoka 
Durbar during the Mohani festival in 
October. A boy impersonating Kumho 
dances while a band plays music. The 
instruments used are a three-headed 
drum, cymbals and long horns. 

Kumho Pyakhan is shown at 
Hanuman Dhoka Durbar when Goddess 
Taleju leaves and returns to the safety of 
her temple on the seventh and tenth days 
of Kaulathwa during the Mohani festival. 
The Kumho Pyakhan dancer represents 
Ratnaketu Bodhisattva and he protects 
Taleju from dangers in the sky, and he 
carries a bow and arrow. There is another 
dancer who protects Taleju from dangers 
on earth and from the underworld. He is 
Daitya who represents Chandraketu 
Bodhisattva; he holds a sword. A Shakya 
boy from Om Bahai plays his part. 

The Udaaya community is honoured 
to be the custodian of this splendid 
cultural tradition. Unfortunately, the dance 
has not been performed for many years 
for various reasons. The Udaaya Museum 
under Udaaya Samaj is working to revive 
Kumho Pyakhan in a bid to preserve 
Nepal's cultural tradition, continue a 
religious practice and save a beautiful 
dance form. 

UDAAYA MUSEUM 

Udaaya Samaj, 

Asan, Kathmandu 
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